
CREATIVE WRITING LIST – Poetry 

 

Note: In preparing for the creative writing comprehensive examination, the student is expected to 



Lucille Clifton 
How to Carry Water: Selected Poems 
 
Robert Creeley 
Selected Poems 
 
Mark Doty 
My Alexandria 
 
Rita Dove 
Collected Poems: 1974 – 2004 
 
Cornelius Eady



 
Kenneth Koch 
Selected Poems 
 
Yusef Komunyakaa  
Neon Vernacular: New and Selected Poems 
 
Philip Larkin 
Collected Poems 
 
Li-Young Lee 
The City in Which I Love You 
 
Philip Levine 
New Selected Poems 
 
Larry Levis 
Elegy 
 
Audre Lorde 
Collected Poems 
 
Robert Lowell 
Selected Poems 
 
W.S. Merwin 
Migration 
 
Alice Notley 
Grave of Light 
 
Frank O’Hara 
Selected Poems 
 
Sharon Olds 
Strike Sparks: Selected Poems 
 
George Oppen 
Selected Poems 
 
Sylvia Plath 
Collected Poems 
 
Claudia Rankine 
Citizen 
 
Adrienne Rich 
Selected Poems: 1950 - 2012 
 
Theodore Roethke 
Collected Poems 
 
 



Mary Ruefle 
Selected Poems 
 
James Schuyler 
Selected Poems 
 
Charles Simic 
New and Selected Poems 
 
Anne Sexton 
Collected Poems 
 
Frank Stanford 
The Singing Knives 
 



 

Form and Theory  

 
Eavan Boland and Mark Strand 
The Making of a Poem 
 
Stephen Dobyns 
Best Words, Best Order 
 



Ellen Bryant Voigt 
The Art of Syntax: Rhythm of Thought, Rhythm of Song 
 
Charles Wright 
Halflife: Improvisations and Interviews 

 
 

 


