
  
 

                                           REQUEST FOR BIDS/PROPOSALS COVERSHEET 

THE UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN MISSISSIPPI 
Procurement and Contract Services 

118 College Drive #5003, Hattiesburg, Mississippi  39406-0001 
 

             Date:        February 13, 2025 
 
                               BID No. 25-33  
  

THE UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN MISSISSIPPI is considering 



THE UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN MISSISSIPPI 
PROCUREMENT SERVICES 
118 COLLEGE DRIVE 

#5003 
HATTIESBURG, MS 39406-0001 

 
GENERAL TERMS, CONDITIONS AND INSTRUCTIONS FOR BIDS/PROPOSALS 

 
1.) Failure to examine any drawings, specifications, and instructions will be at 

bidder’s risk. 
 
2.) Samples of items when called for must be furnished free of expense and if not 

destroyed in testing, will, upon request, be returned at the bidder’s expense.  
Request for the return of samples must be made within ten (10) days following 
opening proposals.  Each individual sample must be labeled with the bidder’s 
name and manufacturer’s brand name and number. 

 
3.) As a public entity of the state, we use sealed bidding to ensure “fair and open 

competition” to ensure no one in the buying organization can influence the 



 
b. If you are mailing your proposal package via U.S. Postal Service, mail to: The 

University of Southern Mississippi 
Procurement Services (RFP #) 
118 College Drive #5003 
Hattiesburg, MS 39406-0001 

 
c. If you are express mailing your proposal package via Federal Express or 

UPS, or any other delivery service which requires the use of a physical 
address, deliver to: 

The University of Southern Mississippi 



a. Any provisions disclaiming implied warranties shall be null and void. See 
Mississippi Code Annotated Sections 11-7-18 and 75-2-719(4). The Vendor 
shall not disclaim the implied warranties of merchantability and fitness for a 
particular purpose. 

b. Any limitation of liability for claims related to the following items: 
i. Infringement issues; 
ii. Bodily injury; 
iii. Death; 
iv. Physical damage to tangible personal and/or real property; and/or the 

intentional and willful misconduct or negligent acts of the Vendor 
and/or Vendor’s employees or subcontractors. 

c. Any requirements that the University pay interest, except for those in 
conjunction with USM’s standard payment terms of Net 45 days. Payments 
made beyond 45 days are subject to late fees and interest. 

d. Any terms and conditions in the purchase contract that conflict with the laws 
of the State of Mississippi.  Any such instances shall require a revision of the 
terms and conditions to ensure co





a complete brochure with pictures on each item and shall point out specifically 
any deviations from the specified items. Failure to do so may disqualify any 
proposal.  Please proposal as specified or an approved equal. 

 
28.) A copy of the manufacturer’s standard guarantee/warranty shall accompany 

and become a part of this proposal. 
 
29.) There are no federal or state laws that prohibit bidders from submitting a 

proposal lower than a price or proposal given to the U.S. Government.  Bidders 
may proposal lower than U.S. Government contract price without any liability as 
The University of Southern Mississippi is exempt from the provisions of the 
Robinson-Patman Act and other related laws.  In addition, the U.S. Government 
has no provisions in any of its purchasing arrangements with bidders whereby a 
lower price to The University of Southern Mississippi must automatically be given 
to the U.S. Government. 

 
30.) All invoices, unless noted otherwise, are to be billed to: 

 
The University of Southern Mississippi 
School Of Polymer Science and Engineering 

      118 College Drive #5050 
Hattiesburg, MS 39046 
Christy.harvey@usm.edu 

 
31.) All equipment proposals shall be of current production and of the latest design 

and construction. 
 
32.) Where all, or part(s), of the proposal is requested on a unit price basis, both the 

unit prices and the extension of the unit prices constitute a basis of determining 
the lowest responsible and responsive bidder.  In cases of error in the extension 
of price, the unit price will govern. 

 
33.) Should the University close due to inclement weather conditions, or any other 

unforeseen events on the proposal opening date, sealed solicitations will open 
the following business day at the same time and location. 

 
34.) The University reserves the right to solicit Best and Final Offers (BAFOs) from 

Vendors, principally in situations in which proposal costs eclipse available 
funding, or the University believes none of the competing proposals presents a 
Best Value (lowest and best proposal) opportunity. Because of the time and 
expense incurred by both the Vendor community and the University, BAFOs are 
not routinely conducted. Vendors should offer their best pricing with the initial 
solicitation. Situations warranting solicitation of a BAFO will be considered an 
exceptional practice for any procurement. Vendors that remain in a competitive 
range within an evaluation may be requested to tender Best and Final Offers, at 
the sole discretion of the University. All such Vendors will be provided an equal 
opportunity to respond with a Best and Final Offer under a procedure to be 
defined by the University that encompasses the specific, refined needs of a 
project, as part of the BAFO solicitation. The University may re-evaluate and 
amend the original project specifications should it be deemed necessary in order 



to improve the opportunity for attaining Best Value scenarios from among the 
remaining competing Vendors. All BAFO proceedings will be uniformly 
conducted, in writing, and be subject to solicitation by the University and receipt 
from the Vendors under a precise schedule. 

 
35.) As an alternative to traditional sealed bids in envelopes, the University of 

Southern Mississippi is capable of receiving electronic proposal responses.  While 
this option is available, it is not required, and we ask that all potential respondents 
keep in mind that with any electronic system there could be delays or glitches with 
the submission process; therefore the University highly encourages traditional 
sealed bids which are either mailed or submitted in person.  Should a vendor 
choose to submit their response electronically, please follow the instructions 
below using the following website: 
https://www.ms.gov/dfa/bid_proposal_search/Home/Sell.  On this site you will find 
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REQUEST FOR BIDS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

February 6, 2025 



 



 

Licensor shall issue Licensee a refund of a proportionate share (based on the number 
of days in the term year before and after the termination) of the Annual Fees paid with 
respect to that term year.” 
 
 

G. Bid Specifications 
i. Requirements 

The following specifications are to ensure that the react ir system will perform the 
tasks necessary to satisfy the project’s objectives. Any deviation from the following 
specifications must be explained and justified. 
 

Bidder shall meet or exceed the following specifications: 
 General  

 Diamond and silicon must both be available as ATR sensor materials 
 

 All probe wetted parts should be compatible with typical organic reagents and 
solvents using no o-ring or brazed seals of any kind, and materials of probe 
construction must be chemically and physically inert consisting only of 
Hastelloy C-22 and gold 

 

 The ATR sensor must have greater than 6 reflections or more for the best 
sensitivity 

 

 An RTD (resistance temperature detector) must be integrated into the probe 
tip to automatically capture temperature of the reaction mass with each 



 

 The fibers should be housed in a single protective conduit to minimize 



 

and are proposed to complete each configuration. 
 


