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The University of Southern Mississippi Graduate Council Bylaws 

ARTICLE I. Name 
The name of this organization is The University of Southern Mississippi Graduate Council. 

ARTICLE II. Purpose 
The purpose of the Graduate Council is to supervise the graduate academic affairs of the University. 

ARTICLE III. Relationships and Responsibilities 
Section 1. Relationships 
As indicated in Table 1, the Graduate Council makes recommendations about graduate programs and 
policies to the University Provost. The Provost makes recommendations regarding graduate programs to 
the President, who in turn presents his/her recommendations to the Board when their approval is 
required. The Graduate Council is the final authority in matters of graduate faculty status and graduate 
curricula. 

 

Table 1: Procession of Graduate Council Actions 
Mississippi Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Higher Learning 

University President 
Provost 

Graduate Council 
Professional Education Council* 
College Curriculum Committee 
School Curriculum Committee 

*For matters dealing with professional education programs 

 

Section 2. Responsibilities 
Graduate Council responsibilities include but are not limited to the following: 

1) Faculty Qualifications. The Graduate Council, via its credentials committee, determines the 
graduate faculty status of all USM faculty. 

2) Curriculum and Program Approval. The Graduate Council reviews and recommends action to the 
Provost regarding new graduate programs and/or program changes. The Graduate Council makes the 
final decision on proposed new graduate courses, certain course modifications, and course deletions. 
Matters dealing with professional education programs must first go to the Professional Education Council. 
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